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UUMC starts month-long process
to decide on track for the future
Each of the United Methodist
Churches of Syracuse has the month
of February to decide on one of four
paths for moving into the future.
The Plan of Action was adopted
Jan. 13 by consensus by the Citywide
Leadership Team, which included
representatives from all the congregations.
This plan after a year of little progress on working toward a new cooperative structure, mission and identity that the district superintendent
had directed the churches to find.
The four paths are, as follows:
Path 1 — Fast Track: For congregations ready to move quickly and
decisively into a revitalization process.

Path 2 — Slow Track: For congregations that want to take a more deliberate pace in the revitalization process.
Path 3 — Side Track: For congregations moving toward closure but
wanting to remain together as long
as possible.
Path 4 — New Track: For individuals and/or congregations wanting to
start something brand new, completely free from the legacy of the
past and from the responsibility of
supporting a building.
In each group, churches will work
cooperatively with others who choose
that path.
The three paths are starting
See GOVERNING, Page 4
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This year, Lent begins in two
weeks, on Feb. 18, which is Ash
Wednesday.
United Methodists in Syracuse
have three options for observance.
As our recent custom, our sanctuary will be open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
for those wishing to meditate, pray
and/or receive ashes from Rev.
French.
A soup-bread-salad supper and
service will be held at 6 p.m. at
Bellevue Heights UMC, 2112 Geddes St. Bring your favorite soup bowl
and spoon, but no food.
Erwin First UMC, 920 Euclid
Ave., will hold a service at 7 p.m.

Holy Week begins on
Palm Sunday, March 29
this year.
Articles for The Chimes
must be submitted by
noon on the deadline day
and can be sent to:
uumctb@twcny.rr.com
or put in Box No. 12 in
the church office.
Rev. Craig French, Pastor
Tom Boll, Editor

Anyone interested in singing at
either of the two services should
contact the UUMC office.
The current plans for the rest of
Lent include Maundy Thursday services April 2 at 7 p.m. at St. Paul’s
UMC, 2200 Valley Drive, and Gethsemane UMC, 1700 Butternut St.,
and a Good Friday service April 3 at
UUMC at 7 p.m.
The UUMC Handbell Choir is
planning on playing Palm Sunday,
March 29.
The Senior Choir will present its
special music later, on April 19.
(See Rev. French’s column for
word on a Lenten Bible Study.)

From our pastor...

A season of ‘joy-through-mourning’ for city congregations
Among Orthodox Christians, Lent is
sometimes spoken of as a season of “bright
sadness” … a
season in which
Rev. French
we take a hard
and honest look at ourselves to
see where we have fallen short of
or away from the way of life prescribed by God and revealed in
Jesus … in order that we might
ready ourselves for and more fully
experience the joy of resurrection
and resurrected living.
As one author puts it, “As long
as there is evil in the world, we
can be sure that some of it still
lies hidden in our hearts. And as
long as we are able to share tears
over our condition, there remains
hope that we will one day see the
glorious day of resurrection.”
In other words, the familiar
and rigorous (or not so rigorous)
practice of giving up something
for Lent is never an end in itself —
a penitential way of proving our
worthiness to God — but rather a
reminder, first, of why it is we
need a Savior and, second, of the
wondrous joy and freedom that
are ours, as a result of Jesus’
death and resurrection. “A bright
sadness,” indeed.
In the words of Aaron Taylor,
“If we do not to some extent attain to this joy-through-mourning”
— through the relinquishing of our
self-centeredness — “we have entirely missed the point of Lent.”
The United Methodist Churches of Syracuse will enter the season of Lent this month in concert
with each other in three ways.
First, we will join together in
worship on Ash Wednesday (Feb.
Chimes newsletter

18). There are three options for
worship that day:
University Church’s sanctuary
will be open for prayer and
ashes from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m.
Bellevue Heights UMC will be
the location of a simple
soup supper at 6 p.m., followed by worship.
Erwin First UMC will be the location for a worship service at 7 p.m.

Blueeyedennis-siempre.blogsport.com

You are welcome to attend
any or all of these, as you desire.
Second, the United Methodist
Churches of Syracuse will join together in a six-week Lenten Bible
study, focused on Jesus’ “Final
Words from the Cross,” as interpreted by popular preacher and
author, Adam Hamilton.
The study will be offered in
several locations on different days
of the week, starting the week of
Feb. 22. Again, you are welcome
to choose the time and place that
are best for you. (Details to come)
Last but not least, all of our
churches will be engaged this
month in a serious time of prayer
and discernment about how we
shall move into the future with
greater cooperation and effectiveness.
To the great frustration of
many (including myself), we have
spent the past year largely spin-
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ning our wheels and going nowhere (sometimes on purpose,
sometimes because we didn’t
know what we were doing).
Now each church has been
given the chance to decide for itself how best to move forward.
The overall goal remains the
same: a strengthened and unified
United Methodist presence in the
city of Syracuse.
Different paths, however, will
lead toward that goal, with each
church free to choose the path
most suitable to it.
I don’t know what the outcome of this decision-making process will be — either for University
Church or for any of the other city
churches — but I’m most eager to
find out!
So I will be praying for you
and United Methodists all across
the city of Syracuse, as we go
through this season of “bright
sadness” and “joy-throughmourning,” contemplating not only
the inevitable losses that are part
of any transition, but also the possibilities for renewed worship, fellowship, education, spiritual
growth, membership growth and
impact on the city around us.
Those possibilities have all
but been forgotten over the past
year, as many of the congregations have been caught up in the
self-centeredness of selfpreservation.
The season of Lent is a perfect time to correct that and hit
the reset button … a perfect time
not just for honest selfexamination but, even more, for
anticipating resurrection and new
life — both as individuals and as
congregations.
— Craig
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Media in worship: UUMC’s journey of experimentation
By Ted Finlayson-Schueler
I teach people how to present and how to use PowerPoint
in instructional settings, so my
interest in using visuals to add
interest and meaning to worship
grows out of that background.
I have been giving proposals
and ideas to the trustees for a
few years, and finally last spring,
they said, “Go for it.”
We began the odyssey of using projection of our worship resources last June. We started
with one screen and one projector (we had bought two of each,
but the screens arrived damaged
and we could only get one open).
Once the replacement
screens arrived, we started with
two, one on each side.
Then we added video of the
Blessing of the Children, so the
congregation could enjoy watching as well as hearing them.
The first suggestion we responded to led us to move the
screens up to the higher platform
so they would be easier to see.
We added the notes for
hymns after a while because
folks didn’t like not being able to
follow music, especially for unfamiliar hymns. Danny Magowan
took over that responsibility as
soon as I demonstrated that it
was outside of my skillset.
Rev. French jumped right in
when he returned from his sabbatical leave at the end of August
and has been using graphics, pictures and videos to illustrate his
sermons.
I have added illustrations to
text slides to enhance the meaning of the words on the screen.
Once we hit October, our setup was pretty well defined. We
did some different things for speChimes newsletter

At one stage of adding media in worship, two small screens were
positioned on the raised platform in the front of the sanctuary.

cial services, but we had adapted
pretty well to trying to avoid walking in front of the projectors and
started getting comfortable with
the two screens in front and the
TV in front of the front pew for
the people at the pulpit to see.
We were racing against the
clock on the first Sunday that the
choir sang in front as we struggled to get the signal to the
screen in the back loft. It finally
started working about a third of
the way through the service, but
not before the choir had to sing a
hymn without words or music.
Our Worship Team also began meeting in October. This
group of folks has interest in and
ideas about worship. Their diverse perspectives have helped
us come up with solutions to a
number of problems.
Our next excitement came
the day that the outlet about halfway back in the sanctuary started
to smoke and the electricity went
out. Again, providence intervened
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and it came back on for the one
hymn that wasn’t in the hymnal.
Tim Neiss, our new building
superintendent, rebuilt that plug
and it works great now.
Christmas Eve presented a
new challenge. The screens had
to go to make room for the Nativity Play.
At first I thought we would
just not use the screens, but I
remembered the large screens
Nelson Price had located some
many years ago and wondered if
we could put one in the front loft.
The Worship Team encouraged us to move forward with
that idea and a very unexpected
thing happened: Numerous people came up to say that they preferred the single, large front
screen to the two smaller, closer,
lower screens.
To be continued: Next
Chimes, the subsequent steps
taken to the current model and
results of a survey seeking feedback from the congregation.
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Members find
spirituality from
several sources
UUMC members and constituents find their spirituality in many
ways, especially in nature.
That’s based on responses
from about 25 percent of the active members who completed a
spirituality survey in December.
Most — 91 percent — said
they nourish their spirits by being
in nature and 83 percent find it in
volunteering. Others find prayer,
reading a spiritual book or doing
volunteer work to feed their spirituality.
The survey also asked members what activities they would be
interested in for the coming year.
Highest on their lists were
study groups, with 33 percent
saying they would be interested in
a Lenten Study and 46 percent
saying they would like a four-week
study. A quarter said they’d like a
monthly nature walk.
Other popular activities included a monthly book group and
a world-music-drumming group.
These results will help in planning
this year.
One of the first projects is a
Lenten devotional with stories of
how God has touched people’s
lives. These are being compiled
with stories from other United
Methodists in the city into a booklet of short daily readings for Lent.
UUMC will also be joining with
the other United Methodist
churches in the city for weekly
Lenten studies. People interested
in hosting one should contact
Pastor Craig or Barbara Fought.
— Barbara Fought,
Spirituality chair
Chimes newsletter

Reception set for Feb. 8
On Sunday, Feb. 8, we will
celebrate the contributions and
years of dedicated service of
two of our church staff and welcome a third at a reception in
the Pettengill Center after worship.
Don Betz, our UUMC building superintendent, retired after
10 years of service. UUMC
member Deb Virgo has left as
Friday Community coordinator
for a new career opportunity.
We will welcome Tim Neiss, as
Don’s successor. Darlene
Clarke, our new Friday Commu-

nity coordinator, has resigned to
take a full-time position with Onondaga Case Management.
New district superintendent
Rev. Nola Anderson will become our Crossroads District
superintendent by July 1.
She’s pastor at Grace and
West Avenue United Methodist
churches in Rochester, sits on
the UNY Board of Ordained Ministry and has been active in
Black Methodists for Church Renewal, the Northeastern Jurisdiction Clergy Women Consultation Planning Team and Aldersgate Renewal Ministries.

Governing Board part of process
CONTINUED from Page 1
points, and a congregation that
chooses one category can move
to a different one if circumstances change.
The leadership team said:
“We want the revitalization process to be as fluid and dynamic
as possible — with churches
able to speed up or slow down
their approach to the overall
change process, in response to
God’s leading.”
Under the plan, a citywide
Parish Council will replace the
Leadership Team “and have a
primary focus on the overall
state of mission and ministry in
the city of Syracuse, with clearly
defined responsibilities to that
effect.” This will happen over
time. The new council is expected to meet quarterly.
UUMC’s timetable: A summary of the Action Plan was distributed in church Jan. 25. On
Feb. 1, after worship, copies of
the plan, answers to frequently
asked questions and guidance
on Discerning a Path for Your
Congregation were handed out
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at a meeting attended by about
50 in the sanctuary and led by
Lay Leader Beth Drew and Nelson Price, UUMC member. Both
have been involved with the
Leadership Team. Questions
were raised and answered
where possible.
Copies of these documents
are available at the church office. They also will be attached
to the Chimes email version and
Friday eblasts and will be available at the church website,
uumcsyracuse.org, under Reports.
The Governing Board will
meet and make a recommendation that will be presented at a
meeting after worship Feb. 15.
Feedback from that session will
be given to the Governing
Board, which will make a final
recommendation to be presented after church Feb. 22.
Questions/thoughts can be
addressed to Nelson or Beth via
phone or email. (Nelson,
nprice@twcny.rr.com 446-7656;
Beth bmdrew@gmail.com 4929123)
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People/Prayer Connection
PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR:
 Those in military service: Jim
Pettyjohn and Matt Fischer
Sunday, Feb. 1
 Elise: Prophet Jesus, I kneel
and open my palms together
to receive common sense by
you!
 Russ: Me and my wife, because today is our third wedding anniversary
 John Indick: Tomorrow would
have been my father’s and my
nephew’s birthdays
 The family of the second Japanese hostage, and for the collective worldwide wisdom to
work toward peace and justice for all — regardless of
race, religion or culture
 Those traveling this weekend;
John, with his health
 Christians everywhere living in
persecution
 Godspeed to the infant boy
found in recycling center in
Detroit and for healing for the
mother
Sunday, Jan. 25
 Rebekah: My friend Kayla’s
family, as her uncle died on
Tuesday
 Elise: Prophet Jesus, I cry and
beg you to take me to your
Technicolor love. You embrace me in!
 Family of Doug Blanchard,
who died this week
 Continued prayers for people
the world over to respect and
show tolerance for others’ religion, culture and lifestyle, and
to work together toward world
peace.
 That the courage and message of Dr. King live on.
Chimes newsletter



Liz Shattrad’s parents, both
hospitalized.
For all those who feel oppressed both in our country
and around the world.
Thank you! Praise God for the
life and breath he gives us
each day!





Joe and Pat
Peace in the world.

Thank you God, for this
church, my family and my
church family. Help me to

know how you would like me
to serve.
CARE AND SHARE MINISTRY
ASKS PRAYERS FOR:
Sunday, Jan. 18
 Feb. 1: Jenny Hicks, Nancy
 Elise: Prophet Jesus, I plead
Hough, Ruth and Bud Houser
you to end my silence for con-  Feb. 8: Deeanna Dimmick,
sent for violence against my
Josh DeHoog, Nneke Eke
son!
 Feb. 15: Rebekah Grella, Liz
 Gratitude for the life of Bernie
Pruchnicki
Hinds; pray for Bernie Hinds’  Feb. 22: Jayne Humbert, Carofamily
line Hunt, John Hunt
 Floyd in Memphis on life sup-  March 1: Dick Hunt, Derick
port after surgery
Johnson, Julia Ketcham,
 I need a job
Ralph Ketcham
 That American students learn
to accept people of all kinds
PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR
of religious faith.
CROSSROADS DISTRICT
 That people the world over
CHURCHES AND PASTORS:
show tolerance and respect
 Jan. 11: Ira UMC, Judy Alderfor cultural and religious difman; Tully United Church,
ferences.
Richard Reed
 Prayers for family friend
 Jan. 18: Warners UMC,
Elaine with pancreatic cancer.
Michaela St. Marie; Lycoming
UMC, Benjamin O’Connor
Sunday, Jan. 11
 Jan. 25: Syracuse: University
 Chuck: The people of France
UMC, Craig French; The ROAD,
 Peter: Peaceful change in the
Rebecca Laird
world through solidarity, liber-  Feb. 1: Amboy Bell Isle United
ty and equality for all people.
Church, Gail Banks
 Rebekah: My family as my Un-  Feb. 8: Apple Valley UMC,
cle Bill is in the ICU with a
Penny Hart/Beth Quick; Apulia
bleeding lung in critical condiUMC, Ken Blume
tion.
 Feb. 15: Bowens Corners,
 Kevin Whitaker, on his unexMary Johnson
pected journey to God on
 Feb. 22: Baldwinsville UMC,
Wednesday, and for his wife,
Larry Lundgren, Patricia Walz,
Cindy, for strength and healKevin McAllister
ing.
 March 1: South Scriba UMC,
 Thanks for the life of Andre
Bill Nickolas; Fulton First
Crouch and his ministry of muUMC, Michael Weeden
sic.
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Finance Corner
Pledging Update
2015 total pledges:
$210,572
Paid to date:
$14,048
Non-pledge contr.:
$1,828
Sounds of the Spirit Visual Fund
Donations received
$74,519
Expenses paid
$71,544
Current balance
$2,975

University United
Methodist Church

Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage
PAID
Syracuse, NY
Permit No. 2761

Feed My People: Body, Mind, and Spirit
1085 East Genesee Street, Syracuse, NY 13210
Phone: 315-475-7277 Fax: 315-475-8995
www.uumcsyracuse.org
Email: uumc@twcny.rr.com
www.facebook.com/UUMCSyracuse

Return service requested
Dated material

March birthdays
2 – Jerry Cargo, Emelia Weah
3 – Julia Ross
4 – Grace Bradshaw
5 – Doug Hemphill, Bob Coutts
6 – Aimie Sarkodie-Mensah Best
9 – Kirsten Magowan, Keith
Wellner
11 – Rita Soufleris
16 – Sierra Messina-Yauchzy,
Nichola Weah
17 – Don Betz, Jonathan Weah
19 – Stuart Hosler
20 – Donald Koten, Vito Sciscioli
22 – Craig Myers
23 – Bill Potter
24 – Lisa Weah
25 – Michael Fay
26 – Barbara Nunn
27 – Rosemary DeHoog, Denise
Marshall, Jeanne FinlaysonSchueler
29 – Renee McKay

Altar flowers
Altar flowers were given:
 by the children of Mr. and
Mrs. Andrew Sneddon, in
their memory
 by Bob and Ginny Dewey, in
memory of loved ones
 by Rosemary Chappell and
family, in memory of Charles
A. Chappell Jr.
Flowers were given to Rev.
Craig French, Rev. Caroline Simmons, Rev. Pedro Castro and
Rosemary Chappell.
Flowers were delivered by
Marg McDivitt.
Chimes newsletter

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 8
Sunday the 8th
9 a.m. Community/Church Breakfast
10 a.m. Contemporary Issues
10 a.m. Sunday School, kindergarten-12th grade
11 a.m. Worship, Rev. French,
preacher
11:15 a.m. Sunday School, adults
with special needs
Noon Fellowship, Gathering Rm
12:15 p.m. Reception, Pettengill
Center
Monday the 9th
7 p.m. Handbell Choir
Wednesday the 11th
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
Thursday the 12th
7:30 p.m. Senior Choir
Friday the 13th
10 a.m. - noon Friday Community
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 15
Sunday the 15th
10 a.m. Contemporary Issues
10 a.m. Sunday School, kindergarten-12th grade
11 a.m. Worship, Rev. Doug
Mackey, preacher
11:15 a.m. Sunday School, adults
with special needs
Noon Fellowship, Gathering Rm
12:15 p.m. Soup and Sermon
Chat, Chappell Rm
Wednesday the 18th
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
Thursday the 19th
6 p.m. Staff-Parish Relations Cm
7:30 p.m. Senior Choir
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Friday the 20th
10 a.m. - noon Friday Community
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 22
Sunday the 22nd
9 a.m. Community/Church Breakfast, Fellowship Hall
10 a.m. Contemporary Issues
11 a.m. Worship, Rev. French,
preacher
Noon Fellowship, Gathering Rm
12:15 p.m. Soup and Sermon
Chat, Chappell Rm
Monday the 23rd
7 p.m. Handbell Choir
Wednesday the 25th
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
Thursday the 26th
7:30 p.m. Senior Choir
Friday the 27th
10 a.m. - noon Friday Community
WEEK OF MARCH 1
Sunday the 1st
10 a.m. Contemporary Issues
10 a.m. Sunday School, kindergarten-12th grade
11 a.m. Worship, Rev. French,
preacher, Communion
11:15 a.m., Sunday School,
adults with special needs
Noon Fellowship, Gathering Rm
12:15 p.m. Soup and Sermon
Chat, Chappell Rm
Wednesday the 4th
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
Thursday the 5th
7:30 p.m. Senior Choir
Friday the 6th
10 a.m. - noon Friday Community
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Feb. 1, 2015, Communion Service (3 photos)
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Community/Church Breakfast
Jan. 25, 2015 (5 photos)
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Baptism/Remembering Our Baptism Service
Jan. 11, 2015 (4 photos)
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Allison, Ben, Diamond, Jonathan and Jereline become adult member of the church.
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Baptism of Vera Onninen
Jan. 25, 2015 (2 photos)
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