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Christmas is just about here, the pageant, bring him/her then.
but i n prepar at i Gostunte fiting \eilGfadlowtremearsal.
Christmas Eve pageant rehearsal Then comes the fourth Sunday
this Saturday at 9 a.m. in Advent, Christmas Sunday, on

If you have a child, kindergar- Dec. 22. The handbell choir will per
ten age and up who wants to be in SeeCHOIRPage 4

From the History Room...

Ties weaken between SU and University Churc

By Rosemary DeHoog, tivities for students led to declining
Church Historian student activities at the church. At
Even though the Kolledj Klan  the same time the university was los-
had extraordinary growth and at one ing much of its distinctly Methodist
time had as many as 600 partici-  character.
pants at University Church, during As it outgrew denominational-
the 1930s the program lost much of ism and became one of the major
its unique appeal. educational institutions of the coun-
Added to that was the building oftry, its faculty and administration in-
Hendricks Chapel and a faranging cluded people of many different reli
program of oncampus religious ac- SeePROFESSOR®age 6



From Our Pastor...

Christmas: God coming to us when we least expet

N Have | told you how much | oln a manger | ai d, and w
' \ love the season of Advent? How So very poor, this was my chance
= much it means to me? How much Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass
ﬂ stock | putin it? How much hopel To cal | my true |l ove to
| place in it? (from o0Tomorrow Shall Be
I't hasndt al ways been that
way. Sometimes | let the busy- oln those days a decree
— ness and stress of the season  the Promise!
Rev. Fr edyéride any appreciation of Ad- See folks coming from all about, Dancing into
ventds gifts and bl essithaRanise!But | ately itods beel
ferent. Mary and Joseph came to that place, Dancing
l't goes without sayi ntpthePrentise!i t s a ti me of Dbir
and expectant waiting. But the birth | wait for and Shepherds . . . they came too, Dancing into
long for is not just of Jesus, the Son of God, the the Promise!
Savior of the world; it is also my own birth or at Let us all be found, Dar
least my spiritual rebirth ... a time of renewedlove, ( f r om o0Dancing into the
faith and joy.
Sitting in the sanctuary last Sunday, listening 0And He will joy over yo
to the choir perform their special service of Christ-  And the Father will dance over you in joy!
mas music, | was reminded of all that. He will take delight in

From a technical standpoint, what this talent- (from O0And the Father Wi
ed group of singers does is almost always interest-
ing and of high quality. But their work last Sunday | ... you ... Godds true
was not just about musical technique and ability. you ... and me? God delighting in you ... in me?
It was much, much more. God dancing over you ... over me ... in joy?

It was deeply affectingi a lyrical and magiste- Maybe the only thing we ever have to do is to
rial representation of the heart of Christmas. My listen for the music, join the dancing and add our
soul did cartwheels in response. (Not exactly an voices to the heavenly choir.

easy thing at this stage of my life!) The poet Ann Weems writes in that same spirit:
Most often when | thinkHadbroay fAdrn e@hr i sttriads tr
about all the things | have to do to get ready. Shop- and the good old church pageant.
ping for presents. Getting cards written and Hooray for shepherd boys who forget their
mailed. Making time for family and friends. lines
Even as a pastor and preacher, my focus on and Wise Men whose beards fall off
the spiritual nature of the season revolves around and a Mary who giggles.
what you and | can do to ready ourselves for the O Lord, you were born!
coming of God and the birth of Jesus. O Lord, you were born!
But | ast week®&s musi c mthat breaksunlupoyp myroedenedtife e d
me that Christmas is all about God coming to us ...  like bugles blaring.
to me ... when we least expect and are least pre- You were born
pared. and | wil/ celebrate!o
|l tds not about me or us at all. I tds about Goc
Godds | ove for wus, Godods Myikesaourlite, thte world as a wholé vouldi s ,
choosing us as a dance partner. all be better with more singing, more dancing,

(Be still, my middle school wallflower heart.) more celebrating, more rejoicing.
Here are some of the lyrics that caught my
eye, my ear, my heart. i Craig

Chimes newsletter Volume 13 No. 15 December 18, 2013 Feed My People: Body, Mir@paitd 2



UUMC Outreach Ministry

Five special gifts that Outreach has received

We must
have been
very good this
year because
Santa brought
us some
" | goodies a lit-
| tle early:

1. Through the Food Bank we
are getting an extra grant of
$1,000! You may have heard
that New York State was
providing extra support to
Food Banks to offset the de-
crease in Food Stamps (nhow

called SNAP). They are pass-

ing that along to their food
pantries in the form of a food
credit.

2. As always, members of this
congregation are wonderfully
generous in their support of
our Friday Community.
Thanks to all of you!

3. Outreach has a new phone
number !
church office phone (475
7277). For many years we
had a separate line (472
1715) because the panty
used to be up on the third
floor and cellphones were

mons.

4. Have you seen the tree in Felthink, is this: Showing up. Show-

Real | y,it? It wa8 decotatecentirely Putting one foot in front of the
sl ogogli

5. Our Leading Through Service
group has graduated! Four
people have gone through a
sixweek course where we
explored our values, interests
and ideas. We had fun,
laughed and enjoyed some
lively discussions about faith
and life. Congratulations to
Michael Camaione, Jeff Foley
Robert Simmons and Valerie
Young!

Next month our Friday Com-
munity will begin a book study of
0The Weight of
RichardsonrMoore.

he Christmas tree ©Sheisanmnewpastorand her
hip Hall is decoc¢ongregatiomistahmix of home-
o |m§ n tF . ma de dufesshdtugtaldicts and middle

Pday Commlil tolkYone of my favorite
rare. By eliminating that line quotes is her belief about what
we are saving about $500 a love is:

year. oOWher e

the | o

l owshi p Hal | ? in@w aay tfierfdaylafter days n
with ornaments made during ot her and
our Friday Community. Hope you feel the love this
Thanks to the volunteers who Christmas season.

made this happen é es pdDebVigo
cially Ann Milner, Bobbie Interim Friday Community
Hemphill and Robert Sim- Coordinator

YearEnd Giving

Pl ease donot-
deductible contributions of stock
can be made toUUMC before the
end of the year. You cafinish
t his
tributions to our endowment fund
or even prepay
pledge. The transfer and gift of
stock avoids capital gains tax.

Contact Vito Sciscioli, Gary
Wood or Rachel Kgama for de-
tails.

y e ar Omsakeatnt|i

Holy Family in
Chappell Room

We thank Dr. George and
Rita Soufleris for their gift of
the beautiful handcrafted Ho-
ly Family figures in the Chap-
pell Room.

These were created by Dr.
Soufl erisd nur
displayed in his office.

Me r

vV e

S
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| am grateful for ...

For a few weeks in Novem-
ber, the congregation, plus our

breakfast and food pantry partic- 1

ipants, completed cards with the

following phrase: | am grateful

for ...
Here are some of the re-
sponses:

T Good company engaged in
mutual sharing of thoughts,
needs, storyof-self, listening
and responding in a conver-
sation of some sense.

1 The wondrous array of peoplef
1 My parents, Robert and Car-

in my life

T My family

T Our faithful pastor and gra-
cious UUMC helpers

T Godds
love

1 Waking each day with the
chance to start again a new
and fresh beginning

1 Being a part of the Finlayson
Schueler inclusive family

T The understanding, love and
support of both my biological
family and my church family
fi in happy times and sad
times, good times and bad

1 My heritage

1 The beauty of the earth, of

T My loving family, for without

1 Godos

unwa-ssoldr i ncegiveythey dre praying for

1 A loving and caring congregaj

times

Kind Christian members who
serve God in kind, humble
ways

each living being, of healing,
of our relationships and of
human development

them | would not be where |
am now
grace ahn

A friend

men. No matter where | trav-
el to, what obstacles are be-
fore me, what awards | re-

me. They love me uncondi-
tionally. No matter what | do
or dondét do, |
on my side. | love my parents
They are my best friends. |
am of them and they are of
me.

tion that strives to bring
Godds kingdom
world

Choir, handbells togethe

CONTINUEDOom Page 1
form two pieces for the service
and the Senior Choir will sing.
The two groups will combine on
0Joy to the
This Sunday also will includg
the regular Community/Church
Breakfast at 9 a.m. The warm
outerwear collected this past
Sunday will be distributed then.
Tuesday, Christmas Eve, wil
include the pageant with the chil-
dren of the congregation, candle
light and carols at 7 p.m. Chil-
dren in the pageant should ar-
rive by 6 p.m. for costuming.

'Who played Baby Jesus?

Wo r| F

Jeanne FinlaysofsSchueler
has been compiling a list of in-
fants who played Jesus in
UUMCOs Chri st mg
t. I—l?re are some:

1986: Lucas HadleyTelfer
1987: Brian FinlaysorSchueler
1988: Andy Famiglietti

1992: Rachel Boll

2001: Ben Virgo; Allison Virgo
(Littlest Angel)

2006: Nyessah Brown

A longer list will be in the next
Chimes. Contact Jeanne if you
have information on 2003 and
earlier years.

Finance Corner

Pledging Update

2013 total pledges: $249,290
Paid to date: $213,834

Nonpledge contr.: $26,458
Prepaid pledges: $58,300

Sounds of the Spirit Campaign

Donations received $70,743
Expenses paid $69,989
Current balance $754

January birthdays

ti 0 Davi kbund, Samuel Weah,

Pablo Weah

2 0 Maria Pedro

4 o Autumn Kerr, Charlotte
Burnap, Ken Craig

9 08 Joseph Smythe

11 6 Jim Samuel

15 & Martin Luther King Jr.

16 & Eric Nilsson

ROdEboayr\Walsora | way s

21 0 Jacob Upcraft

22 o Diane Swords

23 0 Eboni Marshall, Judith
Bowers

24 0 Fred Zuti, Seineh Weah

25 @ Lara Chappell

2600 MathRokahrh ur t i n g

27 0 Colleen Magowan

30 & Eros Marshall, Gwen
TillapaughFay

31 6 Neil Damron

fi A A
If any birthdays are missing or incor-
rect, please notify Tom Boll at

siumdtb@tecny jr.¢org. -

Altar Flowers

Flowers were given by the
Hunt Family and the Altar Guild.

Flowers were given to Jo-
hanna MacDonald and Martha
Sutter.

Flowers were delivered by
Margo and Don Koten and
Marg McDivitt.
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PEOPLE/P RAYER CONNECTION

THANKS

f

From Joyce Flynn and Katie :
A brief note from Boston to let
you know that
fairly well
ment and testing. We so ap-
preciate all the love, prayers
and support
continue to feel from every- 1
one there. We heard that the
Thanksgiving bag project

wexd@ms at OQ® i
w if t @harlie ill Mgefsson dfHole @& t The welfare and victims of

w e 0 Ritesburighke | t

elle, my
ter, who had surgery Friday
and still wants to finish final 1

ng
ly Thumaand Larry Myers

who has been hospitalized in Sunday, Dec. 1

super vi® &vadvbo lastaeverything in a

fire
West Genesee United Meth-
odist Church

Typhoon Haiyan

and 1
Greg Mahoneyequests our
prayers as he continues to
face some serious health is-

All the people in need

Betsy Wigginswho had a
medical procedure last Mon-
day, and forJim

went well, which was a great sues 1 The congregation
relief as we were distressed 1 John Indict by the Sea Church in Ocean
about not being there forit.  Sunday, Dec. 8 City, Md., who lost their pas-
We hope to be home soon. ¢ From JeanneChildren with tor and food pantry in an in-
Wedve missed s esevergehaviarlprbblemdin tentionally set fire last week
you and are anxious to get the Syracuse schools, and the

back to church. We feel so teachers and staff being in- DEATH

fortunate to be part of such a jured by the students 1 Longtime member theRev.
wonderful congregation! 1 From RussRequest a big John Swordslied Nov. 22 at
From Peter SwordsThanks to prayer for all those who are ill;  the age of 93. His service was
the choir, Dennis and Pastor for Nelson Mandela, who left  held at UUMC on Nov. 29. Hig
Craig for the beautiful memo- us. Keep your thoughts on obituary can be found at:

rial service for our Dad! God and your hearts pure. http://obits.syracuse.com/
From Jerry Cargot hanks for Blessings toPennyand obituaries/syracuse/

your prayers, flowers, cards, Shelly. Prayers for this church  obituary.aspx?n=johre-
telephone calls and visits, and its members. swords&pid=168189182&fhi
which all contributed tomy ¢ From ShirleyFor my niece, d=22215

speedy recovery. Angela who lost her son last

Thankful for being able to talk  week who had a severe asth- GREETINGS

to Timin Afghanistan ma attack and then went into § Warmest wishes to our

Thank you fordJohn Swords, cardiac arrest. Also, please church family for a very Merry
Margaret Magowan my par- pray that the Lord will comfort ~ Christmas and Happy New
ents and all the saints who his sister, Vicki, as well. Year! We miss you and think
came before us 1 From Elise:Prophet Jesus, of you often from snowy and
God, thank you for the angels =~ What next you ask us serv- dark Finland!

among usi some like Nelson ants? Asking us to take our Love fromStephanie, Jani,
Mandela, some around us in extension of our imagination and Oliver
everyday life to reach you!

| thank God farFradm HKatdise dBli YAREAND SHARRAMINNTRY A$KS
for me Prayers and thanks for all the PRAYERS FOR:

PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR:

il

Those in military serviceNa- 1
than Miller, Jim Pettyjohn, Lt.
Timothy Nevin, Matt Fischer

Sunday, Dec. 15 q

f

From Peter SwordsEorJo-

care and concern and prayersf
onK at ibehdlfs

Johanna MacDonaldt 1
Crouse as she deals with seri-
ous health concerns )l

That my job interview went
well

Jan.5: Dale Spicer, Rita Sou-
fleris, George Soufleris

Jan. 12:Lynn Steenberg, Matt
Steenberg, Don Steenberg
Jan. 19 Cynthia Steinem,
Samuel Livingstone, Kathleen

SeePEOPLEPage 6
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Offering envelopes available
Numbered offering enve-

University United

. Non-Profit Org.
!opes for 2014 are available _ Methodist Church U.Sioiclnstage
in the church office. Please sign Syracuse, NY
your name on the list next to Feed My People: Body, Mind, and Spirit Permit No. 2761

the envelope number when you 1085 East Genesee Street, Syracuse, NY 13210

pick them up. Phone: 315475-7277  Fax: 315475-8995 R : q

MLK Dinner at SU www.uumcsyracuse.org  Email: uumc@twcny.rr.com eturn service requeste
The 29th Martin Luther www.facebook.com/UUMCSyracuse Dated material

King Jr. Celebngqti on, OPursuing

the Dream: Abovydg AlIl Odds, 6 i s

Jan. 19 in the Carrier Dome.
Dinner is at 4:30 p.m., program
at 5:30 p.m. UUMC will have
tickets available at $25.

WEEKOFDECEMBER2 adults with special needs
Sunday the 22nd 11:45 a.m. Fellowship- Gathering
9 a.m. Community/Church Break- Room
fast Church Office Closed:

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Issues Dec. 3031 and Jan. 1 9 a.m. Community/Church Break-
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for ele- Friday the 3rd fast

mentary and high school grades 10 a.m. -noon Friday Community 9:30 a.m. Contemporary Issues
10:30 a.m. Worship 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for ele-
10:45 a.m. Sunday School for mentary and high school grades,
preschool, kindergarten and Sunday the 5th 10:30 a.m. Worship

adults with special needs 9:30 a.m. Contemporary Issues 10:45 a.m. Sunday School for
11:45 a.m. Fellowship- Gathering 10:30 a.m. Worship adults with special needs

10 a.m. - noon Friday Community

WEEKOFJANUARYL.2
Sunday the 12th

WEEKOFJANUARYS

Room 10:45 a.m. Sunday School for 11:45 a.m. Fellowship- Gathering
Church Office Closed: adults with special needs Room
Dec. 2526 11:45 a.m. Fellowship- Gathering Wednesday the 15th
Room 11:15 a.m. Staff Meeting
WEEKOF DECEMBER29 Wednesday the 8th Thursday the 16th

Sunday the 29th 11:15 a.m. Staff Meeting
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Issues Thursday the 9th

10:30 a.m. Worship 7:30 p.m. Senior Choir
10:45 a.m. Sunday School for Friday the 10th

7:30 p.m. Senior Choir
Friday the 17th
10 a.m. - noon Friday Community

People/Prayer Connection

Thanks from UMCOR Professors still active

United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief thanks UUMC for
money received:

$365.25 to Hurricanes
2012

$6.25 to Disaster Re-
sponse in the United States

$200 to the Board of Glob

CONTINUEDom Page 5

Stevenson

1 Jan. 26 Tiffany Steinwert,
Josh Arrowood, Grady Stein-
wert-Arrowood, Henry Stein-
wert-Arrowood

CONTINUEDOm Page 1
gious affiliations or no affilia-
tion at all. Many professors
and administrators continued
to be active at University
Church, but much of the unu-
sual relationship ofearlier

PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR

CROSSROADS DISTRICT

CHURCHES AND PASTORS:

1 January list not received at
press time

al Ministries through The Ad-
vance. It will support the mis-
sionary community in honor of
Mark Zimmerman.

years was gone.

FromoO A Century
tryo by Dr.
cuse University
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Nei ghborhood Chri stm
Dec. 16, 2013

Bet ween 80 and 90 people enjoyed a turkey dinn
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